CURTIS Genealogy - Several Curtis Lines in Connecticut
Dorothy Phelps Gellai
(Posted here with permission.)

   In the spring of 2017, I took the time to study various Curtis lines in Connecticut and these are my findings. Keep in mind, this focuses on Connecticut Curtis lines only. I did not study other Curtis lines that ended up in Connecticut (CT) and Long Island, but I did mention them further down below. I created this document for my FaceBook group called Descendants of Connecticut Founding Families  (https://www.facebook.com/groups/CTFoundingFamilies/files/) and am sharing this here. Hope this helps you who may have Curtis lines in Connecticut. 

Other possible spelling variations: Curtice, Curtiss, Curtyce, Curtesse, Curteis, Curtes, Curtyes.... 

This document focuses on Connecticut Curtis lines only. 
A Genealogy of the Curtiss Family Being a Record of the Descendants of Widow Elizabeth Curtis https://archive.org/stream/genealog...
· Note that this genealogy book focuses on the descendants of Widow Elizabeth Curtiss, esp. the descendants of her son John Curtis of Stratford. No other Curtis families’ genealogies are outlined in this book, unfortunately.
· This book however DOES mention that there were SEVERAL Curtis families who came to New England and settled in various places!! The list of these Curtis men can be found in the pages xxv-xxxi. Study these persons and don’t confuse and conflate them! 
· Here, I’ll briefly outline on those went to Connecticut (and I did little research on them):
STRATFORD/ROXBURY Curtis Family:
· William Curtiss was born in Nazeing, Essex Co, England 6 Aug 1692. Married Sarah, daughter of Bennett Eliot of Nazeing. High likely was a brother to John Corteis (y-DNA matches), wife Widow Elizabeth Curtiss (see below). Sailed on “Lyon” in 1632 with Rev. John Eliot to Boston and settled in Roxbury, MA. Died in 1672. His descendants were in Boston and Sharon, MA. Does not appear to be a Connecticut family but is related to the Curtis family in Stratford.
· Widow Elizabeth Curtiss of Stratford, see page. 1. She was known as “Widow Curtiss”. Husband John Curtis. She died in 1658 and left a will at Fairfield Co., CT. She mentions sons John, William, and Thomas (briefly, it mentioned he had a daughter Mary), and several grandchildren. See page 1. 
· John Corteis/John Curtis of London, England had his coat of arms confirmed 42 days before William Curtis of Roxbury (see above) sailed to New England in 1632. This John and William were likely been brothers (the y-DNA matched each other). There seems to be hardly any records for John in his early years in New England, but his name first shows up as John Corteis in 1638 in “Rocksbury”. He owned 15 acres in Roxbury, had 5 persons in his family. Then in 1639, John Curtis was a resident of Wethersfield, CT and owned some land. He left Wethersfield in 1640 for Cuphag (Stratford) and his name disappeared, but widow Elizabeth and her two sons John and William were still living in Stratford for many more years. In his wife’s will, John Birdseye, Hary Wakelyn, and Joseph Hawley were appointed overseers. Largely a Stratford, Fairfield Co., Connecticut family, with a short stint in Wethersfield. The Curtis family was prominent among the first settlers of Stratford, probably named after Stratford-on-Avon, England. 
· John Curtis, born 1611, England, son of Widow Elizabeth Curtis, mentioned above. See page 1. Settled in Stratford. 
· William Curtis, born 1618, England, son of Widow Elizabeth Curtis, mentioned above. See page 3. Settled in Stratford.
· Thomas Curtis (he was briefly mentioned was mentioned in his mother’s will because his daughter Mary was mentioned in it - see above) - It appears that Thomas may have died before his mother passed away as there seems to be no further mention of him.

WETHERSFIELD CURTIS FAMILY:

    Thomas Curtis, born 1598, migrated to Wethersfield from England in 1636, m. Elizabeth Salmon. Settled in Wethersfield in 1639. Died in 1681 in Wethersfield. Had a large estate for that time. Had 7 children: 1) John, m. Lydia, lived in Wethersfield all his life; 2) James, married Abigail, lived in Wethersfield his whole life; 3) Joseph, married Mercy Deming. Lived in Wethersfield until his death; 4) Samuel, married Sarah and lived in Wethersfield; 5) Isaac, moved to Wallingford; 6) Ruth married Eleazor Kimberly of Hartford; 7) Elizabeth (married John Stoddar, Stoddard, Jr). This family was a Wethersfield family and is NOT related to the Stratford Curtis family mentioned above, per y-DNA. His descendants settled in Hartford, Farmington, and through Litchfield Co., CT. Again, note that Thomas Curtis is briefly mentioned in the Stratford genealogy book (mentioned above) on page xxvii https://archive.org/stream/genealog... . Fortunately for us, I have found a genealogy book for this family “A Family named Curtis: Descendants of Thomas Curtis of Westhersfield, CT, 1598-1982.” You can “e-borrow” this book through HathiTrust: https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Reco.... My own family research took me to the Curtis family in Stonington, Connecticut and I believe they are from this Curtis family. 

OTHER Connecticut CURTIS FAMILIES: Those Curtis men mentioned below do not seem to be genetically related to each other at all, but they all are CT families and careful research should be carried out when working on them. 
· Henry Curtis Descendants in Conventry, Connecticut and Northampton, Massachusetts. Sons Rowland, Samuel, Nathaniel. Not y-DNA tested yet. It appears no one in this line has come forth to have his y-DNA tested. See page xxvi. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Richard Curtice of Salem, Massachusetts. Married Sarah Carwithen. Children: Caleb, Samuel, Richard, Sarah, Hannah, John, John, Mary, all born in Salem between 1646-1662. Descendants in Southold, Long Island, New York., Hebron and Sharon, Connecticut. Y-DNA tested. See bottom of page xxvii and top of page xxvii. 
· Richard Curtis, born England 1619, settled in Dorchester, MA, married Elizabeth in 1642, Sarah in 1657. Shoemaker. Moved to Wallingford Connecticut in 1678, His descendants were in Wallingford, New Haven, Watertown, Farmington, Connecticut. Y-DNA tested. See pg. xxvii. 
I also discovered this book Nazeing, England on several pilgrims and there appears to be several families from Nazeing and Waltham Abbey who eventually ended up in Connecticut, many from County Essex, England. (I think it’s mostly about the family of Widow Elizabeth Curtiss mentioned above). Also vital records from Nazeing. Interesting read: https://books.google.com/books?id=D...
